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July 10, 2011
The Honorable xx
Dear Judge xx:
I am writing to recommend [omitted] for a clerkship with you.  E is one of the best students I have ever had and I give her my very highest recommendation.

E is the top student in the rising 3L class at Utah.  She has won seven class awards, was selected to be the Quinney Research Fellow to Professors Kogan and Rosky, and had her Note selected, through an anonymous selection process, for publication.  She was also elected by her peers to serve as the Executive Articles Editor for Utah Law Review.  In short, E’s academic record is one of the finest one could compile.
What this record does not provide, however, is E’s full story.  E got married and had children at a very young age.  These family circumstances required that she go to work rather than to school full time.  Despite eventually becoming a single parent to her two daughters for a good portion of their young lives, E worked hard to have a very successful career at, among other places, JPMorganChase and eBay.  But she never gave up on her dream of getting her degree and going to law school.  One by one, E took classes toward her undergraduate degree until she finally completed it right before she came to law school.  With her oldest daughter soon to head off to college, E began law school full time.  

Most older students with obligations like E’s often struggle to balance all that law school requires of them.  E has handled it all with ease, though, never once looking stressed or harried.  Indeed, her thirst for knowledge of the law and its intricacies are rare even in our very best students.  I think it is better understood, however, when one realizes that E has worked nights, weekends, and any other spare moment that she could eke out of a day for over twenty years for this opportunity.
As a student, E’s performance both in class and on exams is outstanding.  As she has done in many classes, E had the highest exam score on the final exam in our big-section Civil Procedure class.  But the real story was that E distanced herself from her classmates by the widest margin I have seen in at least five years.  In other words, E’s exam was not just the best; it was the best by far.

I also know E well from her role as Executive Articles Editor for the Law Review.  Most notably, E managed to get the cooperation and commitment of the rest of the 2L members to revamp the articles selection process in such a way that it led to a remarkable catch of great articles for the next year.  Normally the journal struggles to fill its last issue; this year it was full by April.  In fact, when I went to give a series of talks at Boston College in March, I was quizzed by several members of that school’s Law Review about what Utah was doing and how they might emulate it.  Based on this amazing work, my guess is that the journal will move up at least five spaces in the rankings this year.
Based on her terrific legal research, analysis, and writing abilities as well as her fantastic disposition, I have no doubt that E would be a terrific clerk for you.  I give her my very highest recommendation and hope you will consider her for a clerkship with you.  If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
All my very best,








Amy J. Wildermuth
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